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How To reduce complications and Reoperations ?

Try to understand 
them!! 

3%



Reasons for meniscus re-surgery after ACLR

1. Wrong indication

2. Technical errors

3. New injury

4. Natural evolution

5. Bad luck

Surgeon

Patient / Surgery

??



ADRESS THE ACL+++++

• Unplanned return to OR
• After ACL R
• For a meniscus problem

• Is (more than often)

• Due to something wrong 
concerning the ACL Graft



Lot of meniscal tears/lesions treated during ACL reconstruction 

Different situations leading to a subsequent meniscectomy

REPAIR LET ALONE MENISCECTOMY NEW LESION RAMP



After meniscus repair

REPAIR



Meniscectomy after meniscus repair=failure=15%

• Often Less resection
• No additional chondral damage

Mean reoperation: 3 years.

à Partial failure !



After a meniscus lesion let alone: Any risk ?? 

LET ALONE



After a meniscus lesion let alone: Any risk ?? 

LET ALONE

• Spontaneous healing possibility +++ 
• Up to 50 à 60% of cases 

Ihara Clin Orthop 1994
Weiss J Bone Joint Surg Am 1989
Han KSRR 2015



After a meniscus lesion let alone: Any risk ?? 

LET ALONE

FU 3y
MM 540 tears : 14,8% failures
LM 607 tears : 4,8% failures

Recul de 6 ans
MM 71 tears : 5,6% failures
ML 137 tears : 2,3% failures

AMJSM 2015



Which tear? lateral meniscus?
• « small » tears < 1.5cm++

D. Shelbourne Am J Sports Med 2011
D. Lee Am J Sports Med 2014



Meniscectomy on the lateral side ? ? ?
During ACLR? 

LET ALONE



Meniscectomy on the lateral side ? ? ?
During ACLR? 

LET ALONE



Medial side?
Repair, even small tears ++++ : 0% failure vs 15% failure



Meniscectomy… After meniscectomy ! ! ! 

MENISCECTOMY



Meniscectomy… After meniscectomy ??

MENISCECTOMY



New tear Suspected

•Arthro CT +++
• Mutschler C Radiology
• Se 90%

• Sp 90%

•MRI
• White L radiology

• Se 70%

• Sp 80%

MENISCECTOMY



New lesion ? 

NEW LESION



New lesion?

• ACL + BHT MM

• 16y

• Hurdler junior nat team

• BTB + MM repair

• Fine, back to sports and level

NEW LESION



New lesion ?
• 3 years later

• Fall during sports

• Effusion

• ACL OK 

• Medial pain

NEW LESION



New lesion? 

Stamp lesion

NEW LESION



After Ramp repair

RAMP

Failure à 10.8% at 45 months
How to improve the results? 



Repair Ramp lesions Only with classic implants? 

Medial femoral condyle

Meniscus rim

Capsule

Ramp lesion Classic lesion



Double posteromedial portals



Technical aspects
• Use hooks

• PDS sutures

• Combined techniques 
RAMP



Conclusion

• Different lesions/cases

• Some reinjuries/reoperations after meniscus treatment

• Treat accordingly




